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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen charge themselves with the following : 


Rec’d from the Town Treasurer of 1875, $150 05 
“ Otis Bartlett, Collector 1876; . 8,245 97 

“« C. C. Smith, és 1874 & 5, 279 86 
Money borrowed of different individuals, 2,165 00 
Ree’d of the County of Rockingham, 2 50 
Railroad tax, 62 02 
Savings Bank tax, 230 64 
Literary money, 82 80 

of George H. Hoyt, for ieshers a 00 
Total, $6, 238 84 

The Selectmen credit themselves with the following : 

Paid State tax, $956 00 
County tax, ; 971 50 
Reuben Sanborn, Note and interest, 102 65 
School District No. 1, school tax, 286 07 

g Nogoe ne 234 60 
4 No. 3, ‘ 226 34 
“ No. 4, 3 152 17 
# No. 5, Ng 18 81 
School District No. 2, school house’ tax, 100 00 
66 No. 4, a 2 225 00 
William Copp, schoo} tax, 1 31 
Joshua Bartlett, damage widening road, 40 00 
John Gordon, : ‘Ss 15 00 
William T. Bean, for sheep killed by’ dogs, 4 64 


Horace F. Flanders, ss < 4 64 


Paid John R. Swasey, * is 4 64 
John Smith, rook St 4 64 
Benjamin Flanders, af 4 27 79 
Ephraim G. Flanders, - d 42 
Lewis B. Gordon, % % 15 30 
Washington M. Veasey, “ Be 7 00 
Justus J. Bean, - 33 96 
Stephen Leavitt, a 4 64 
District No. 4, school money due on 1875, 30 06 
John Brown for copying town accounts for 1875, 5 00 

cs support of transient paupers, 2 50 
George E. Lane for books and stationery, 7 25 
For printing Town accounts for 1875, 15 00 
Town of Fremont, bill for the support of Margaret 

KE. French and family, 1875, | 46 64 
For hard-pine timber and freight, 185 27 
B. A. Ellison for Iron work, - 38 32 
W. W. Stickney, for advice, 2 00 
George D. Foss for work on Woods bridge, 25 25 
S. S. Judkins bill, 9.14 
John B. Carter, stone work on bridges, 48 75 
Richard F. Carter, a3 Hi: | 71 25 
James W. Brown, “ bridge, at Crawley’s 

Falls, . 7 | 111 00 
George Fellows bill, ! 23 25 
Henry Me. Collum bill, 30 00 
Isaac G. Me Omber bill, 18 00 
H. H. Wood’s bill, 8 76 
Stephen Fellows for gravel and work on highway, 17 388 
James N. Hoyt bill, | 16 00 
Charles H. Hoyt bill, ~ 7 2 00 
John P. Hoyt bill, 1 50 
Charles E. Kimball bill, 2 00 
Charles W. Langley, for gravel, 5 64 


George H. Hoyt, work and stock on bridges, 100 00 
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Paid for the support of Margaret E. French and 


family, 
For wood for Mrs. Morse, 
Elizabeth Morrill, toard of workmen, 
David Kimball, work on bridge, 
D. J. Smith, 


G. L. Sanborn, for lighting roads at Wood’s bridge 


15 nights, 

E. B. Wood’s bill, 

D. Frank Fellows, 54 loads gravel, 

J. A. Smith bill, 

Joseph B. T. Graves, work on bridge at Craw- 
ley’s Falls, 

George H. Smith, stone tools, 

For Zinc, 

H. J. Robinson, drawing bridge plank, 

James C. Robinson bill, 

Kiliott & Dudley, supplies furnished Mrs. Morse, 

Brown & Warren for building bridge at Craw- 
ley’s Falls. 

Moses W. Caverly, returning births and deaths, 

"9 medical attendance on M. E. 

French, 

James P. Thyng, breaking roads 1875, 

George H. Smith bill, 

Michael Cragin for labor, 

C. C. Smith, collecting taxes 1874 & 5, 
a lumber and work on Town Hall, 
x work on bridge and cash paid, 

Mrs. H. B. Cotton, public watering trough 1875, 


66 6“ 6 ] 87 6, 
David C. Bean, work of self and team, 
Lyford T. Graves, ee es 


John W. Smith, services as Town Clerk &c., 
Addison B. Rowell, breaking roads 1875, 
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Paid P. C. Robinson of Fremont, supplies for M. E. 


French, 5 00 
John A. Robinson for labor and bridge plank, 83 40 
D. F. Fellows, work and stock on Wood’s bridge, 97 76 
J. E. G. Lyford, public watering trough, 3 00 
B. F. Robinson for repairing bridge near Robin- 

son’s Mills, 21 00 
Joel Collins repairing stone tools, 10 50 
R. H. Fellows, 2064 feet hemlock bridge plank, 24 76 
Fellows & Brown for pine bridge plank, 95 62 
Jere Dudley, bridge timbers, 2 00 
John W. Dudley, timber and lumber for bridges, 166 70 
Barnard Goodrich bill, 3 50 
B. F. Robinson, going with hearse, and taking 

care of Town Hall, , 29 00 
Ephraim G. WAN, orders and supplies for | 

bridges, 119 79 
William Copp bill, 10 50 
Jacub W. Smith, work on Wood’s bridge, 4 37 
Bills in divorce case, Foss vs. Foss, 18 00 
J. T. Colcord, bridge plank, 1 15 
William H. Veasey, bill for lumber, 6 00 
Joseph W. Sanborn, sawing lumber, 48 88 
David Jewell, work of men and team, 16 75 
Daniel J. Kendall, labor on highway, 1 95 
George W. Smith, 6 és 10 50 
N. K. Thurston, bill house rent and Iron, pipe, 20 67 
Lewis B. Gordon, bills, for gravel, : 4 60 
Joshua Getchell, wood supplied Mrs. Morse, 1875, 54 75 
Jonathan T. Dudley, cutting timber, 1 56 
Ezekiel Lyford, labor on highway &c. 7 69 
J. H. Carr, drawing timber, 7 3 00 
W. N. Dow, interest on Note 6 months, 15 75 


J. W. Robinson, time and travel building bridges, 40 00 
George O. Sanborn, bridge plank and stringers, 7 00 
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Paid George O. Sanborn, 42 loads clay at 10 cts. 
G. H. Hoyt for stock and labor, 


George D. Bartlett, labor on bridge, 
J. W. Robinson, bridge plank, a. 
sf supplies furnished Mrs. Morse, : 


George L. Sanborn, for spikes:and powder, 
G. H. Hoyt, cash paid M. E. French, 
Highway tax worked out 1874,) 

3 ry “ 187 5, 

«6 “ 1876, 


ABATEMENTS. 


1874 & 1875, Sarah Hook’s heirs, over tax, 
Freeman B. Dudley, poll tax, 
William F. Norriss, $ 
Augustus H. Batchelder, “ 


Merrill Carter, “ . 
Edwin Damsell, and dog, 
Thomas J. Hoyt, $6 
John M. Jaquis, « 
Marriam D. Lurvey,: “ 
Henry. Martin, “ 
Charles F. Poor, « 
Lewis G. Stone, & 
Nathaniel Wentworth, “ 
Joseph T. Miles, ‘6 
Thomas Murphy, & 
1876, James Colcord, «“ 


Elbridge G. Brackett, "=" “ 
H. A. Orne, over tax, 

L. B. Gordon, “ 

Sarah Hook h’rs. “ 

David C. Bean, “ 
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Paid Rachel Sanborn heirs, over tax, 3 11 
Barnard Goodrich, on dead dog, 1 00 
Daniel B. Gilman, a 1 00 
Mary C. Tucke, 3 2 00 
Jonathan Robinson, cow died, 45 
J. B. Brown, “ 27 
J. E. G. Lyford, horse died, 26 
Benjamin P. Towne, A & 42 
Sereno A. Prescott, ey 0 53 
J. W. Robinson, services as Selectman, 12 00 

os “ Treasurer, 12 00 


widening roads and making returns, 4 00 
making 2 school-house taxes, 
going to Exeter 15 times, 

« « Fremont 6 “ 

« © Hast Kingston 3 times, 
expenses to Boston, 
to Concord to pay State tax, 
taking births and deaths, 
enrolling militia, 
Overseer of poor, 


_— 
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extra services as Selectman, 13 50 
George H. Hoyt, services as selectman, 12 00 
widening roads, 2 00 
making 2 school-house taxes, 2 00 
taking births and deaths, 2 00 
enrolling militia. 2 00 
going to Exeter, 2 00 
burying dead horse, _ 90 
to Fremont 3 times, 4 00 
for water pail, | 20 


extra services, 14 00 


> 
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cee D. Bartlett, services as selectman, 12 00 
enrolling militia, 2 00 

- taking births and deaths, 2 00 

widening roads, 2 00 

making 2 -school-house taxes, 2.00 

going to Exeter 2 times, 3 00 

“< “ Fremont, 1 00 

« «© County Farm, 75 

Fd extra services as selectman, 13 50 

Sum total, 3 $6284 70 


GEORGE H. HOYT, 


JONATHAN W. ROBINSON, ) Selectmen 
GEORGE D. BARTLETT, 


of 
Brentwood. 


« 


We, the undersigned, have this day examined the Selectmen’s 
accounts,.and find them correctly cast and properly vouched, 
and in the hands of the Treasurer fifty-four dollars and fourteen 
cents; also due from ©. C. Smith, Collector of 1874 and 1875, 
twenty-five dollars and seventy cents; and from Otis Bartlett, 
Collector of 1876, five hundred and thirty-three dollars and fifty- 
four cents. 


JOHN BROWN, yee 
JOHN S. STEVENS, nts 


Brentwood, Feb. 28, 1877. 


10 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN FEB. 28, 1877. 
Notes due different individuals, $2165 00 


AVAILABLE RESOURCES. 


Due from Government, $1648 00 
“« ©. C. S. Stevens, Collector 
of 18738, 6 19 
Due from C. C. Smith, 1874 and 1875, 25 70 
“ Otis Bartlett, 1876, 533 54 
In the hands of the Treasurer, 54 14 
Total, $2267 57 


Leaving a balance in favor of the town, Feb. 28, 1877, of $102 57 


JONATHAN W. ROBINSON, Selectmen 
GEORGE H. HOYT, 


of 
GEORGE D. BARTLETT, Brentwood. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Superintending school Committee, 


The undersigned would hereby present his report upon the 
state of the schools of the town, for the year now closing. 
They have, in his estimation, shown as much evidence of prog- 
ress and improvement, on an average, as in any of the years of 
the past. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


This school was for the Spring and Fall terms, under the 
charge of Miss Josephine H. Wadleigh, of this town. She 
proved a diligent and faithful teacher, and the school made com- 
mendable progress. If any were expecting more, let it be 
remembered that in a school like this, containing above fifty 
scholars, and averaging, as this did in the second term, above 
forty-five daily, and where there are so many different classes, 
the difficulty of preserving perfect order, and ensuring to every 
scholar all desirable improvement, is what few who have had no 
experience to guide their judgment, can duly appreciate. 

The school during the winter term, has been taught by Mr. 
Samuel Taylor of this town, the able and successful teacher of 
the Winter term of the North school last year. I can say 
unhesitatingly that the school has made a very gratifying 
advancement. «If the scholars have not gone over much new 
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ground in their studies, they have been made to understand 
more thoroughly what they had studied before. Even a little 
well learned is better than much learned at the halves, and in a 
short time to be altogether forgotten. 

It is my judgment that this school ought to have an expe- 
rienced male teacher for every Winter term, at least. Many 
female teachers may indeed be found possessing unquestioned 
ability both for the government and instruction of a school. But 
there will be, especially in large schools like this, some scholars 
disposed to neglect study and be disorderly, and with not suffi- 
cient moral force to respect persuasion or just authority ; and it 
will help them wondrously in finding the path of good behavior, 
to know that the teacher, after reasoning and persuading, has in 
reserve a strength of will and muscle sufficient for all emer- 
gencies, and can'if needful manage them after the example of 
Gideon of old, when he’ “taught the men of Sunoth.” 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Miss May A. Fitz, of Chester, has been the teacher of this 
school through the year. She has proved a conscientious and 
faithful teacher, and the scholars have generally made commend- 
able progress. I regretted not being present at the close of the 
Fall term, but it closed sooner than I expected, and word was 
not sent me, as has usually been done, when it was to close. I 
regret also the falling off in the number of scholars during the 
Winter term. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


This school was for the year under the charge of Miss Ariana 
S. Dudley, of this town, the teacher last year of the school in 
No. 4. Her labors here as teacher weré all that would be 
required. The school is small, most of the scholars young and 
rather backward, but the progress of the school has been good. 
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DISTRICT NO. 4. 


This school was taught the Spring term by Mrs. Maria Saw- 
yer, of Kensington. She appeared to be an experienced and 
efficient teacher. Miss Sarah H. Stevens, a native of the dis- 
trict, had charge of the school for the Fall term, and seemed to 
carry it forward with commendable’ success ; especially as she 
had to meet the difficulty of suiting all; that is often met by 
those who: teach in their own district, and have the government 
of those who a little while ago were their associates in school. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


This school was made up chiefly of the children in the county 
alms house, and was carried forward by its teacher, Miss Louise 
M. Pollard, with much painstaking and efficiency. The scho- 
lars appeared as well, and as capable of learning, as children in 
most of our schools. Instead of eighteen weeks, these children 
ought to have a school for six months at least, in the year. It 
would be wise economy in the county to support such a school, 
for the better education afforded those children, the sooner they 
will be likely to reach the condition. of self-support, and the 
more useful citizens they will be likely to become. 

I would say in reference to the schools in general, that I do 
not feel satisfied with the reading books now used in most of the 
classes. Sargent’s and Hillard’s series of readers have been 
used a number of years, and however it was at first, the case is 
now that most of the classes have reading lessons for their daily 
practice, of too high a grade; extracts taken, perhaps, from a 
profound discussion in a Quarterly Review, or some learned 
oration, or from the sublimest strains of Milton or Tennyson. 
The pieces may be the most excellent of their kind, but they are 
too elaborate and difficult for the readers, and may be readJover 
every term of ‘school, without being understood or appreciated. 
The thoughts expressed in them are often above the scholar’s 
comprehension, and he finds in every sentence long and wnutter- 
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able words he never saw or heard before, and hopes he never 
will be forced to read again. He might as well take his reading 
lesson from one of Cicero’s Latin orations. As a remedy, we 
must put the class back to the lower, simpler book they used 
years ago, and when that, too, was above their comprehension, 
and they cannot look at it but with disgust, or we must get a 
new reading book, and one more suitable to their age and attain- 
ments; but at that, many of the parents would murmur on 
account of the expense. I hope the next school committee will 
have courage to work in this matter the needful reform. 

Outline wall maps are used in two of our schools, and with 
great profit. I would recommend to the North school, whose 
maps are old and out of date, and to the South school, which 
has none, to have new maps provided. Moreover, every school 
should be furnished with a dictionary for reference, and every 
scholar above ten or twelve years should have a small school 
dictionary for daily use. It would also be very convenient to 
have a copy of each of the text books used in school, procured 
for the teacher’s use. 

Considerable was said in the last school report appropriate to 
the Centennial year. We are now in the first year of our 
second century as a nation. Ought it not to be our determina- 
tion to make higher advancement as the years roll on, getting 
out of the old ruts, and entering upon new paths of improve- 
ment, in education, in character, and in all that is good. Let 
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- our watchword be, “ Excelsior ;” our motto, “ Forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before.” Respectfully submitted, 
W. C. JACKSON, 
Superintending School Committee. 
Brentwoop, Feb. 26, 1877. 
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